
I am sure my 
fellow Florida 
Chapter members 
will join me in 
bidding a hearty 
farewell to 2020. 
And while we 
might still be 
dealing with 
the COVID-19 
pandemic and 

Leadership & Advocacy Summit, 
which will be held virtually May 
15-17.

Education 
As always, one of the of the top 
priorities we maintain within 
the organization is availability 
of educational opportunities and 
resources for each of our members. 
Traditionally, many of these goals 
are met each year with our Annual 
Meeting. 

After careful consideration and 
due to the ongoing concerns of 
the pandemic, the Florida Chapter, 
American College of Surgeons 
has made the difficult decision 
to transition the live, in-person 
2021 FCACS Annual Meeting 
scheduled for April 30-May 2, 2021 
in Orlando, Florida to a virtual 
one-day event. While we are not 
able to meet in person quite yet, 
we are committed to providing 
our members with an opportunity 
to connect with the Edward M. 
Copeland, III, MD, FACS Research 
Symposium & Business Meeting 
taking place on Saturday, May 1, 
2021. Be sure to register now at 
www.floridafacs.org/annual.  
Stay tuned for updates later in 
the year on additional educational 
opportunities.

Like last year’s virtual meeting, 
we are very much looking forward 
to a showcase of science with 
the resident paper and case 
study competitions. To allow our 
Residents, Fellows and Medical 
Students more time to ready 
submissions in light of these new 
developments, we have made the 
decision to extend the submission 
deadline to February 28, 2021 – so 
be sure to send those abstracts 
and cases in if you haven’t done so 
already! 

In other news on the virtual 
education front, I am very excited 
to share one of our most innovative 
member benefits to date: We have 
recently partnered with Johnson & 
Johnson to offer Chapter members 
a BASIC C-SATS subscription at no 
charge. What this means is access 
to thousands of vetted case videos, 
as well as the opportunity to have 
your own robotic videos reviewed 
by expert peers. With this distinct 
benefit, you have at your fingertips 
the power to enhance your surgical 
proficiency and become a part 
of an expanding technologically-
advanced medical community. I 
highly encourage you to explore 
this program today. 

SPRING 2021

Jay Redan, its subsequent 
MD, FACS challenges, I 
think we can agree it feels good to 
symbolically close the door on such 
a chaotic year. There are exciting 
things in store for the Chapter in 
2021, and I am excited to share 
them with you! 

Advocacy
Political landscapes are undergoing 
many changes this year, on 
state and national levels. While 
professional advocacy is always a 
matter of importance, it is at times 
like these when we must be at our 
most proactive. 

In lieu of our usual Advocacy Days 
events, we hosted an All-Florida 
Virtual Advocacy Series. You can 
view the sessions here. 

Also, be sure to keep an eye out 
for details on the upcoming ACS 
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THE FLORIDA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 
IS A NONPROFIT MEDICAL ASSOCIATION THAT ADVANCES THE CARE 

OF SURGICAL PATIENTS AND SAFEGUARDS STANDARDS OF SURGICAL 
CARE FOR AN OPTIMAL AND ETHICAL PRACTICE ENVIRONMENT.

https://floridafacs.org/advocacyseries


Membership Momentum 
This pandemic has taken its toll on 
everyone, with far-reaching effects 
that can be seen in personal, 
professional and educational lives. 
Quite often it can seem like we’re 
spinning our wheels, which is 
why our Chapter initiatives are so 
important. Now more than ever 
we need to keep this community 
thriving and strong.

Last month, we ran the first 
hour-long webinar in our Virtual 
Solutions Center series. This new 
initiative partners the Chapter 
with our industry colleagues for 
discussions about problems and 
solutions in the surgical community. 
With Q&A sessions and accessibility 
for up to a year after initial airing, 
I feel this opportunity has great 
potential for growth – and I 
welcome any insights into making 
this even more beneficial. 

While establishing connections 
between ourselves and outside 
entities is important, it is just as 
important to establish connections 
within the Chapter itself, which is 
the purpose behind the inaugural 
FCACS Mentorship Program. Do 
you think you have something to 
offer to a Chapter mentee? Are 
you a Medical Student, Resident, 
Associate Fellow, or Fellow looking 
for career advice and professional 
growth? Check out the program 
and find out how it can help you set 
successful and obtainable goals.

Last but not least, I would like to 
remind everyone to check their 
membership status to make sure 
they remain active within the 
organization. From C-SATS to the 
Virtual Solutions Center, I want to 
be sure these new opportunities 
are readily available to each and 

every one of you. If you need 
to make any updates, don’t 
hesitate to reach out to one of 
our membership staff members 
– they’re happy to help! I know 
through support and teamwork, 
we will make it through these 
challenges, and I’ve no doubt we 
will be meeting in person again in 
the near future. 

In the meantime, stay well!

 

Sincerely,

Jay Redan, MD, FACS
President, Florida Chapter, ACS
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FLORIDA CHAPTER UPDATES
Advocacy Committee

3

2020 and the COVID-19 
pandemic has certainly 
impacted Florida Advocacy, 
particularly on the heels of 
the 2020 Florida Legislative 
Session that shook up the 
landscape of the practice 
of medicine. One thing 
that has not changed is 
the importance advocacy 
plays each year. Here is the 
Florida Chapter strategic 
advocacy agenda for the 

2021 Florida Legislative Session:

• Scope of Practice: Ensure scope of practice
commensurate with level of training.
• Prior Authorization: Reduce insurance mandates
for prior authorization for surgical patients with time-
sensitive conditions.
• Stop the Bleed: Achieve state appropriation
for the purchase, placement, and maintenance of
bleeding control kits in schools and public spaces.

With the commencement of the 2021 Legislative 
Session, the Advocacy Committee will restart efforts 
on tracking scope of practice legislation and voting 
history.

Get Involved - Participate in the Virtual 
Advocacy Series
Involvement is critical and it can be easy. In light of 
COVID-19, the Advocacy Committee has developed 
a virtual All-Florida Surgical Advocacy Days Series 
using Zoom to host a series of one-hour webinars. 
The first event took place on November 12, 2020, 
focused on “Being an Effective Surgeon Advocate.” 

The topics for the 2020-2021 series include:

• Being an Effective Surgeon Advocate

• Collaboration by Florida’s Surgical Specialty
Societies

We are also working on scheduling virtual legislative 
visits with key legislators. All members are 
encouraged to meet their legislators and become 
resources. Be sure to visit our advocacy series page 
at https://floridafacs.org/advocacyseries for 
more information and updated videos.

Stay Connected
Now more than ever, staying connected and 
supporting the Florida Chapter is critical, especially 
in advocacy. Share your voice with the Chapter, we 
want to hear you!

Rohan Joseph, MD, FACS 
Chair, Advocacy Committee

https://floridafacs.org/advocacyseries


Chapter Leadership Update
2020-2021 EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

President
Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL  

President Elect  
Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Secretary  
Mark A. Dobbertien, DO, FACS
CDR MC (Ret) US Navy
Flagler Hospital
Jacksonville, FL

Treasurer  
Susan Hoover, MD, FACS
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Immediate Past President  
John H. Armstrong, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

COUNCILORS

At-Large
Ziad T. Awad, MD, FACS
University of Florida College of 
Medicine
Kissimmee, FL

At-Large  
Subhasis Misra, MBBS, MS
Brandon Regional Hospital
Brandon, FL

COA 1  
William A. Liston, MD, FACS
Santa Rosa Beach, FL

COA 2  
Rohan A. Joseph, MD, FACS
Capital Regional Medical Center
Tallahassee, FL

COA 3  
Peter A. Pappas, MD, FACS
Holmes Regional Medical Center
Melbourne, FL

COA 4  
John E. Mullinax, MD
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

GOVERNORS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Advocacy Committee
Rohan A. Joseph, MD, FACS
Capital Regional Medical Center
Tallahassee, FL

Commission on Cancer 
Committee
John P. Rioux, MD, FACS
Gulf Pointe Surgery Center
Port Charlotte, FL

Communications Committee
Jason P. Wilson, MD, FACS
Comprehensive Breast Care 
Center of Tampa Bay
Clearwater, FL

Membership Committee
Subhasis Misra, MBBS, MS, 
FACS
Brandon Regional Hospital
Brandon, FL

Nominating Committee
John H. Armstrong, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

Program Committee
Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Patricia M. Byers, MD, FACS
Ryder Trauma Center
Miami, FL

Mark A. Dobbertien, DO, FACS
CDR MC (Ret) US Navy
Flagler Hospital
Jacksonville, FL

Christine Laronga, MD, FACS
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL

Vic Velanovich, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

Surgical Education Committee
Jose M. Pimiento, MD
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Resident & Associate Society
Tara M. Barry, MD
USF Health
Tampa, FL

Women in Surgery 
Committee, Chair
Sharona B. Ross, MD, FACS
Tampa, FL

Young Fellow Association 
Committee, Chair
John E. Mullinax, MD
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

INTERESTED IN SERVING 
ON A COMMITTEE OR 
COUNCIL?

The Florida Chapter 
has opportunities for 
members interested in 
serving on one of its 
committees or councils. 
If you are interested 
in serving, contact 
the Florida Chapter 
Executive Office at (904) 
309-6240 or email us at: 
membership@ 
floridafacs.org
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FLORIDA COMMITTEE 
ON TRAUMA

Nicholas Namias, MD, MBA, 
FACS, FCCM
University of Miami Miller School 
of Medicine
Miami, FL



Upcoming Events
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Member Resources

• Edward M. Copeland, III, MD, 
FACS Research Symposium & 
Business Meeting (Virtual) - May 
1, 2021

• ACS Leadership & Advocacy 
Summit (Virtual) - May 15-17, 
2021

• Virtual Solutions Center

• All-Florida Virtual Advocacy 
Series

• C-SATS Collaboration

• Webinars

• CoC Pathways to Care Videos

• MD/DO Certification 
Requirements

https://floridafacs.org/annual
https://www.facs.org/Advocacy/Participate/summit
https://floridafacs.org/virtual_solutions_center
https://floridafacs.org/advocacyseries
https://floridafacs.org/c-sats
https://floridafacs.org/webinar-programs
https://floridafacs.org/coc-pathways-to-care
https://floridafacs.org/node/212
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What is your current role 
within the Florida Chapter? 
I currently serve as Treasurer.

How did you become involved 
with the FCACS? What has it 
meant to you to be a part of 
the organization? 
I was introduced to the FCACS 
by Dr. Christine Laronga, a Past 
President. The chapter serves 
so many facets important to all 
surgeons, no matter their focus 

of practice. It is a vehicle for education of future 
and practicing surgeons, for sharing of scientific 
endeavors with each other and for advocacy of 
issues central to the surgeon. I am very fortunate 
to be a part of such a wonderful group of surgeons 
and am honored to do my part to help lead the 
direction of the chapter in the coming year.

Did you always know you were going to 
pursue a career in the medical field? Did you 
know surgical oncology would be part of it? 
I come from a family of physicians/surgeons but 
was always encouraged to choose a career path 
that made me feel most fulfilled. I initially pursued 
a communications undergraduate education, but 
quickly realized I missed the study of sciences, 
so I redirected my undergraduate education to 
include both after my first semester in college. After 
matriculation into medical school in Texas, I truly 
enjoyed every rotation I did, but my final rotation 
was surgery, and it was then that all I was looking 
for finally came together, and I just knew that’s 
what I was meant to do. Breast cancer focus came 
later in surgical residency. The breast oncology 
patient allows a unique opportunity to provide a 
patient with a potentially life-saving operation but 
still be involved with their care for many years after 
their treatment, which brings me great joy.

You have been heavily involved in the 
Chapter’s Women in Surgery Committee – 
including a leadership role. Why do you feel it 
is important for women to have representation 
within surgical communities? Do you think the 
environment has evolved since your medical 
education and career began?  
As women surgeons, we live and thrive in concert 
with our male counterparts. We teach and learn 
from each other and make surgery the sacred art 
that it is. Women and men alike bring so much to 
the table to share and contribute to the betterment 
of our patients and our profession. I am grateful 
to the FCACS for the opportunity to bring my 
experience and all that I have learned from my 
mentors, both women and men, over the years.

The medical landscape has obviously 
undergone drastic changes in the wake of the 
pandemic. In your experience, which changes 
have been the most positive and negative? 
I think we have all learned much about ourselves 
and the delivery of medicine in a landscape that 
has often been unpredictable and challenging. The 
word that comes to mind is resiliency. It is a trait 
nurtured in surgical residency, and it has probably 
served many of us well over the last year in both 
our professional and personal lives. 

Your career is one that’s physically and 
mentally demanding even in normal social 
climates. Throughout the pandemic, reports of 
medcial professionals feeling the strain have 
been abundant. How have you been managing 
these stressful times?
For me, surrounding myself with a good support 
system whether faith, family, friends or co-workers, 
has proven to be quintessential in navigating these 
often-uncertain times.

Being a specialist in minimally invasive 
surgical techniques must mean staying up-
to-date ofthe latest advancements – as well 
as those on the horizon. Can you share any 
future technologies about which you are 
particularly excited?
In the world of breast surgery, we are always 
looking to achieve the best cancer care we 
can with the least amount of morbidity to our 
patients. In my 20 years of practice, I have seen 
so many improvements in the care of breast 
cancer patients—from less axillary surgery, more 
streamed-line radiation regimens, de-escalation of 
systemic therapies, and really the list goes on. We 
are in some exciting times in oncologic breast care, 
and I feel that the application of immunotherapy 
will prove to be the next great wave to alter the 
fabric of care.

When you’re not in OR scrubs, what are some 
of your hobbies/interests?
I have always been interested in the arts but don’t 
find much free time to pursue as I would like. 
Painting with various media or creating pastel works 
of art are where my creative interests lie.

Biggest professional goals for 2021?
Continue to bring my best to my patients and to my 
role as a surgeon. It is an honor and privilege to 
be bestowed as a Fellow of the American College of 
Surgeons and in my new role as Treasurer for the 
FCACS, I hope to contribute to the advancement of 
the organization and its benchmarks for 2021.

Susan Hoover, MD, FACS
Member Connection

Susan Hoover, MD, 
FACS



The Florida Chapter, American College of 
Surgeons has an interactive website that 
incorporates many member-only resources. You 
can learn about the latest news and updates, 
find other members and take CME webinars. 

Be sure to like us on Facebook at Facebook. 
com/FloridaChapterACS, follow us on Twitter 
at twitter.com/floridaacs and LinkedIn at 
linkedin.com/company/florida-chapter-
american-college-of-surgeons. 

Participate in discussions on the ACS 
Community page (acscommunities.facs.org, 
and search for “Florida Chapter”) to stay up to 
date on important news and upcoming events. 

Be sure to share and retweet posts you would 
like to share with your friends, colleagues, and 
patients.

STAY CONNECTED TO YOUR CHAPTER!

Renew Your Florida Chapter Membership TODAY!
If you have not already, please take a moment and renew your dues TODAY! You can pay your 
dues online at floridafacs.org/membership/dues, or by mail. If you have questions 
regarding this, please reach out to the FCACS Membership Manager at 
membership@floridafacs.org.

Stay active to retain your great member benefits including:

ADVOCACY - Shape optimal surgical practice through influence on Florida 
legislation, regulation and administration in Tallahassee. If you are not at 
the table, you are on the menu. 

COMMUNITY - Engage with colleagues from across the state by joining 
Chapter committees, participating at our premier annual meeting and 
attending the All-Florida Reception at the ACS Clinical Congress. 
CONNECTION - Strengthen your connection with the ACS by 
staying informed of ACS initiatives with particular relevance to 
Florida. 
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https://www.facebook.com/FloridaChapterACS
https://twitter.com/FloridaACS
https://www.linkedin.com/company/florida-chapter-american-college-of-surgeons/
https://acscommunities.facs.org/home
https://floridafacs.org/membership/dues
membership@floridafacs.org



