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Since 1953, 
the Florida 
Chapter 
has been 
a surgical 
community 
for Florida 
surgeons in 
62 counties 
of our 
state. From 

the beginning, the Chapter 
worked to “elevate the 
standard of surgery” in 
Florida. Fast forward over 
sixty years, and the Chapter 
has followed the lead of our 
College and moved beyond 
elevation of the standard to 
“highest standards, better 
outcomes.” We inspire quality 
through surgical community 
in education, advocacy and 
outreach.  

There are many opportunities 
to participate with colleagues 
in our surgical community:

• Attend the All-Florida 
Reception at Clinical 
Congress, Monday, October 
28, 5:30-7:00 PM PT, at the 
W Hotel in San Francisco; 
Advocacy Days in 
Tallahassee, November 12-
13 (preceded by the Women 
in Surgery Networking 
Reception November 12); 
and our Annual Meeting 
in Orlando, May 1-2, 2020. 
Check floridafacs.org for 
details.

• Move optimal surgical 
care in Florida forward 
through our committees:  
Program, Membership, 
Advocacy, Commission on 
Cancer, Communications, 
Surgical Education, Women 
in Surgery, Young Fellow 
Association, Resident and 
Associate Society and Medical 
Student. Go to our website, 
floridafacs.org, for details, 
and let me know if you would 
like to join a committee (all 
meet by conference call every 
other month).

• Engage through Council 
leadership: Nominations for 
Council positions - officers 
and councilors - occur 
through our Nominations 
Committee. Details will be 
shared by e-mail (make 
sure your e-mail is current 

with the Chapter) and are 
available at floridafacs.org 
as well.

Your Florida Chapter helps 
you connect with our College, 
as well as within the state. 
We highlight insights from 
ACS publications and policies, 
as well as opportunities for 
leadership in the College. 

We encourage you to attend 
the two key meetings 
annually, the Clinical 
Congress (October 27-31, 
2019, in San Francisco; 
October 4-8, 2020, in 
Chicago) and Leadership 
and Advocacy Summit 
(LAS, March 28-31, 2020, 
in Washington, DC), as 
well as to contribute to 
the ACS Foundation (facs.
org/donate) and ACS 
Professional Association—
SurgeonsPAC (surgeonspac.
org). We are stronger, 
together.

Thank you for saving lives 
and restoring health of 
Floridians!

Sincerely,

 
John H. Armstrong, MD, FACS
President, Florida Chapter, 
ACS



Chapter Leadership Update
2019-2020 EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE

President  
John H. Armstrong, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

President Elect  
Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL

Secretary  
Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Treasurer  
Mark A. Dobbertien, DO, FACS
CDR MC (Ret) US Navy
Jacksonville, FL

Immediate Past President  
Christine Laronga, MD, FACS
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

COUNCILORS

At-Large
Tracy R. Bilski, MD, FACS
Osceola Regional Medical Center
Kissimmee, FL

At-Large  
Joseph A. Ibrahim, MD, FACS
Orlando Regional Medical Center
Orlando, FL

COA 1  
William A. Liston, MD, FACS
Santa Rosa Beach, FL

COA 2  
Rohan A. Joseph, MD, FACS
Capital Regional Medical Center
Tallahassee, FL

COA 3  
Peter A. Pappas, MD, FACS
Holmes Regional Medical Center
Melbourne, FL

COA 4  
John E. Mullinax, MD
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

GOVERNORS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Advocacy Committee
Rohan A. Joseph, MD, FACS
Capital Regional Medical Center
Tallahassee, FL

Commission on Cancer 
Committee
John Paul Rioux, MD, FACS
Gulf Pointe Surgery Center
Port Charlotte, FL

Communications Committee
Jason Paul Wilson, MD, FACS
Comprehensive Breast Care 
Center of Tampa Bay
Clearwater, FL

Membership Committee
Subhasis Misra, MBBS, MS, 
FACS
Brandon Regional Hospital
Brandon, FL

Nominating Committee
Christine Laronga, MD, FACS
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Program Committee
Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
Florida Hospital-Celebration 
Health
Celebration, FL

Patricia M. Byers, MD, FACS
Ryder Trauma Center
Miami, FL

Mark A. Dobbertien, DO, FACS
CDR MC (Ret) US Navy
Jacksonville, FL

Christine Laronga, MD, FACS
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Deepak G. Nair, MD, FACS, 
MS, MHA
Sarasota Vascular Specialists
Sarasota, FL

Jay A. Redan, MD, FACS
AdventHealth Celebration
Celebration, FL

Vic Velanovich, MD, FACS
University of South Florida
Tampa, FL

Surgical Education Committee
Jose G. Trevino, MD, FACS
University of Florida, Department 
of Surgery
Gainsville, FL

Resident & Associate Society
Michelle Mulder, MD
University of Miami
Miami, FL

Women in Surgery 
Committee, Chair
Susan Hoover, MD, FACS
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

Young Fellow Association 
Committee, Chair
John E. Mullinax, MD
H. Lee Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, FL

INTERESTED IN SERVING 
ON A COMMITTEE OR 
COUNCIL?

The Florida Chapter 
has opportunities for 
members interested in 
serving on one of its 
committees or councils. 
If you are interested 
in serving, contact 
the Florida Chapter 
Executive Office at (904) 
309-6240 or email us at: 
membership@
floridafacs.org
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FLORIDA COMMITTEE 
ON TRAUMA

Nicholas Namias, MD, MBA, 
FACS, FCCM
University of Miami Miller School 
of Medicine
Miami, FL



SAVE THE DATE!

Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld

Register now at
floridafacs.org/Annual
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2019 Florida Chapter Annual Meeting Highlights
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The 2019 Florida Chapter, 
American College of Surgeons 
Annual Meeting took place 
March 22-23 at the Loews 
Royal Pacific Resort in Orlando. 
This year’s meeting had nearly 
135 attendees. The meeting 
would not have been such a 
success without the hard work 
of the Program Committee. 
This committee produced 
a wonderful program that 
encompassed a wide array 
of specialties, encapsulating 
the meeting’s theme — 
“Controversies in Surgery.”

We were fortunate to have a 
prestigious lineup of faculty 
participate at the 2019 meeting. 
Speakers included Gary L. 
Timmerman, MD, FACS, who 
spoke on over-regulation in the 
OR and Steven D. McCarus, 
MD, FACOG, who spoke about 
laparoscopic vs. robotic surgery. 
We also had a timely discussion 
on surgical advocacy from 
Patrick V. Bailey, MD, MLS, 
FACS, FAAP and Christian 
Shalgian.

The meeting featured an 
outstanding array of events for 
young surgeons and surgeons 
in-training. The Edward M. 
Copeland, MD Resident Paper 
Competition featured over 
50 posters and eight oral 
presentations. The winners of 
this year’s Abstract Competition 
were:

Basic Science Category:

1. Anthony Ferrantella, 
MD; Jackson Memorial 
- “Immune Modulation by 
Bacterial Endotoxin Suppresses 
Pancreatic Cancer Progression”

2. Russell Hawkins, MD; 
University of Florida - “Pre-
term Neonates Have Persistent 
Neutrophil Velocity and 
Transcriptomic Changes That 
Fail to Resolve as the Reach 
Term Corrected Gestational Age”

3. Camille Apple, MD; 
University of Florida - 
“Expression of Regulatory 
MicroRNAs Persistent Injury-
associated Anemia”

Clinical Science Cateory:

1. Michelle Mulder, MD; 
University of Miami - “Trauma 
in Pregnancy: Mortality and 
Delayed Effects on the Fetus”

2. Michelle Mulder, MD; 
University of Miami - “What 
is the Optimal Threshold for 
Venous Duplex Ultrasound 
Screening for Thromboembolism 
in Trauma Patients?”

3. Samuel Ruiz, MD; Kendall 
Regional Medical Center - 
“The Outcomes of inhalation 
Injuries in Lesser Burns – Still a 
Deadly Injury”

Members of the FCACS Council at the 2019 Annual Meeting



Edward M. Copeland, MD Resident Paper and Case Competition Winners
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Commission on Cancer 
Category

1. James Sun, MD; Moffitt 
Cancer Center - “Development 
of Malignancy Risk Gene 
Signature Assay for Predicting 
Breast Cancer Risk”

2. James Sun, MD; Moffitt 
Cancer Center - “Is it Wise 
to Omit Sentinel Node Biopsy 
in Elderly Patients with Breast 
Cancer?”

3. Emily Ryon, MD; 
University of Miami - “Missed 
Venous Thromboembolism after 
Major Cancer Surgery”

Resident Poster Award:

• Craig Elder, MD, University 
of Florida - “The Pro-Resolving 
Lipid Mediator Maresin 1 (MaR1) 
Attenuates Murine Abdominal 
Aortic Aneurysm Formation”

Medical Student Poster 
Award:

• Taylor Maramara, Florida 
State University - “Timing 
After Neoadjuvant Therapy 
Predicts Mortality in Patients 
Undergoing Esophagectomy”

Spectacularly Challenging 
Cases:

The Florida Chapter, American 
College of Surgeons received 
more than 40 submissions 
for its first-ever case study 
competition. Residents and 
Fellows were invited to share 
cases of interest to practicing 
surgeons and describe 
experiences not routinely seen 
in the operating room. The top 
five submissions were selected 
for live presentation at the 
Annual Meeting.

• Winner: Suy Sen Hung 
Fong, MD; Brandon Regional 
- “Primary Spontaneous 
Pneumothorax Secondary to 
Vaping”

Residents had an opportunity 
to show off their skills at the 
Surgical Olympics, and test 
their knowledge via friendly 
competition during Resident 
Jeopardy. 

We were pleased to have held 
candidate interviews for ACS 
Fellowship at the meeting. We 
were grateful to take on this 
important role of ushering in  
a new generation of Fellows. 
Decisions on Fellowship 
were made in July, and the 
convocation will be held at the 
2019 Clinical Congress in San 
Francisco. We hope to continue 
to host these interviews at 
future meetings. 

This year, we had the honor 
of presenting the Raymond 
H. Alexander Award to Joseph 
Gallagher, MD, FACS. Christine 
Laronga, MD, FACS also 
received the Past President’s pin 
in honor of her leadership over 
the past year.

Save the date for 2020 Annual 
Meeting at the Renaissance 
Orlando at SeaWorld on May 
1-2, 2020. Visit floridafacs.
org/Annual for more details.

2019 Florida 
Chapter 
Annual Meeting 
Winners 
(Contd.)



Thank You to Our 2019 Annual Meeting Sponsors
Dr. Gallagher receives Raymond H. Alexander 

Award
2019 Annual Meeting Surgical Olympics

The 2018 Florida Chapter, American College of Surgeons would like to thank the following 
exhibitors whose generous support made our 2019 Annual Meeting a success:  
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Thank You to Our 2019 Annual Meeting Sponsors

The Florida Chapter, American College of Surgeons would like to 
thank the following exhibitors whose generous support made our 

2019 Annual Meeting a success:

• Acell

• AcelRx 
Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

• AdventHealth

• Aktormed

• Allergan

• Applied Medical

• Bard Davol

• Boston Scientific

• Brookstone 

•  Dairy Council of 
Florida/Florida Dairy 
Farmers

• E-FORCSE/PDMP 
Foundation

• Ethicon US, LLC

• Fresenius Kabi

• Genomic Health 

• Gore & Associates

• Haemonetics

• KCI, an Acelity 
Company

• Nephron 
Pharmaceuticals

•Priority Responsible 
Funding, LLC

• Richard Wolf 
Medical Instruments

• Shire

• US Army Physician 
Recruiting

• US Navy



Upcoming 
Events
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105th Annual Clinical Congress 
October 27-31, 2019
American College of Surgeons
San Francisco, CA
Learn more at: facs.org/clincon2019

All-Florida Reception at the 105th Annual Clinical Congress 
October 28, 2019; 5:30 - 7:00PM
W San Francisco, Social Terrace
Check the Florida Chapter, American College of Surgeons website for more details.

FCACS Advocacy Days
November 12-13, 2019
Tallahassee, FL
Check the Florida Chapter, American College of Surgeons website for upcoming details.

Women in Surgery 2nd Regional Networking Event
November 12, 2019; 5:30 - 7:00PM
The Governor’s Club
Tallahassee, FL
Check the Florida Chapter, American College of Surgeons website for more details.

ACS 2020 Leadership & Advocacy Summit
March 28-31, 2020
Renaissance Washington, DC Downtown Hotel
Washington, DC
Learn more at: https://www.facs.org/advocacy/participate/summit

TQIP Annual Scientific Meeting and Training 
November 16, 2019
Hilton Anatole
Dallas TX
Learn more at: https://www.facs.org/quality-programs/trauma/tqp/center-programs/
tqip/meeting

FCACS 2020 Annual Meeting
May 1-2, 2020
Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld
Orlando, FL
Register at: floridafacs.org/Annual-Meeting



The Florida Chapter, American College of Surgeons 
has an interactive website that incorporates many 
member-only resources. You can learn about the 
latest news and updates, find other members and 
take CME webinars. 

Be sure to like us on Facebook at facebook.
com/FloridaChapterACS, follow us on Twitter 
at twitter.com/floridaacs and LinkedIn at 
linkedin.com/company/florida-chapter-
american-college-of-surgeons, and participate 
in discussions on the ACS Community page 
(acscommunities.facs.org, and search for 
“Florida Chapter”) to stay up to date on important 
news and upcoming events. 

Be sure to share and retweet posts you would 
like to share with your friends, colleagues, and 
patients.

STAY CONNECTED TO YOUR CHAPTER!

Renew Your Florida Chapter Membership TODAY!

f you have not already, please take a moment and renew your dues TODAY! You can pay 
your dues online at floridafacs.org/membership/dues, or by mail. If you have questions 
regarding this, please reach out to the FCACS Membership Manager at membership@
floridafacs.org.

Stay active to retain your great member benefits including:

• ADVOCACY - Shape optimal surgical practice through influence on Florida legislation, 
regulation and administration in Tallahassee. If you are not at the table, you are on the menu. 

• COMMUNITY - Engage with colleagues from across the state by joining Chapter 
committees, participating at our premier annual meeting and attending the All-Florida 
Reception at the ACS Clinical Congress. 

• CONNECTION - Strengthen your connection with the ACS by staying informed of ACS 
initiatives with particular relevance to Florida. 
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FLORIDA CHAPTER UPDATES
Women in Surgery Update
Susan Hoover, MD, FACS

9

The Florida 
Chapter 
American 
College of 
Surgeons 
(FCACS) boasts 
an active and 
supportive 
Women in 
Surgery (WIS) 

Committee, which is currently 
under the leadership of Susan 
Hoover, MD, FACS, Chair and 
Danielle Henry, MD, Co-Chair.

The WIS Committee was formed 
to help foster relationships 
amongst women surgeons across 
the state.  This platform allows 
women surgeons to network 
and connect to discuss issues 
common and unique to women 
surgeons. Furthermore, the 
committee helps to engage 
its younger women members, 
whether those new to surgical 
practice or medical students and 
residents, to become part of the 
FCACS, which can then translate 
into nurturing their career 
goals. There are opportunities 
through the WIS Committee 
and social/educational events 
to develop long-lasting 
relationships with other women 
surgeons, to explore mentorship 
opportunities, to develop surgical 
skills/ideas, and to participate at 
the national level with the ACS.

Most notably, each year at the 
FCACS annual meeting, typically 
held in Orlando, Florida, the WIS 
Committee organizes and runs 
a very robust Medical Student 
Skills Station, which provides 
an opportunity for medical 
students to learn and practice 
surgical skills, as well as the 
Surgical Olympics, which tests 
the surgical residents’ skills 
at various skills station, for 
which the winner may go on to 
compete at the national level at 
the ACS meeting.
 
Very recently WIS held its 

inaugural networking event that 
pulled women surgeons from 
four Florida cities across multiple 
years of practice ranging from 
surgical residents to women 
in practice for over 20 years.  
The event was punctuated by 
an educational lecture and 
networking with exchange of 
ideas and advice.
  
To further understand the FCACS 
and its WIS committee, it is 
important to understand the 
impact made on its members - 
here are a few comments from 
the group.

• “Becoming involved in the 
FCACS is one of the best 
decisions in my career and 
professional development. I first 
joined as a junior resident, which 
gave me the opportunity to get 
involved with the Resident and 
Associate Society Committee. 
Through my participation in 
that committee and meeting 
planning, I got to know many 
surgeons in the Chapter who 
have become mentors and/or 
my colleagues across the state.”  
- Dr. Danielle Henry, Co-Chair, 
WIS Committee

• “Being a member of the Florida 
chapter affords me networking 
opportunities whereby I have 
developed significant friendships 
with colleagues throughout 
the state. It also gives me 
opportunities for mentorship 
and sponsorship of trainees and 
early career surgeons. Also with 
the educational and advocacy 
opportunities available through 
the chapter, the value of my 
membership is significant. As 
well, the annual meeting allows 
educational opportunity to learn 
cutting edge advances in the 
house of surgery, networking 
which leads to wellness 
and work-life integration, 
participation and interaction with 
the trainees through the paper 
competition and other activities, 

and finally the opportunity to 
meet and spend time with the 
icons in surgery like Pat Numann 
and Ted Copeland.”  - Dr. 
Christine Laronga, Immediate 
Past President

• “FCACS has afforded the 
opportunities to expand my 
professional sphere, connect 
with resident colleagues and 
network with surgical role 
models all across Florida. While 
my involvement in FC ACS is 
only beginning, the opportunities 
for advocacy, professional 
development, leadership and 
ultimately to support our surgical 
profession and improve patient 
care are immeasurable, and 
I look forward to a life-long 
involvement with FC ACS.” - Dr. 
Michelle Mulder
  
• “The prospect of a career in 
surgery is exciting yet daunting. 
Through the FCACS, I have had 
the opportunity to interface with 
professional role models that 
have helped put my medical 
school experience in context, 
and I have witnessed the variety 
of forms that a fulfilling surgical 
career can take.”  - Yao Yang

Christine Laronga, MD, FACS, 
addresses members at the Annual 

Meeting



• “Last year’s medical student 
surgical skills station was the 
most rewarding part of the 
annual meeting for me as a 
first year medical student. 
Knot tying and suturing is not 
part of our regular medical 
school curriculum, so every 
opportunity we can get to learn 
and practice is very special. The 
FCACS medical student skills 
station offered at the annual 
meeting of the FCACS was 
particularly notable because of 
the small instructor to student 
ratios and how the volunteer 
surgeons made sure everyone 
got their fair share of attention 
and instruction. Additionally, 
I got the chance to learn how 
to do ultrasound guided breast 
biopsies from Dr. Susan Hoover. 
To give some context: USF 
began incorporating the Sonosim 

ultrasound training program into 
our curriculum last year. After 
so much time spent learning 
the basics of ultrasound on a 
computer, this was my first time 
really getting to experience the 
hands on practical applications.  
Dr. Hoover saw me watching 
the residents perform the 
biopsy challenge and generously 
showed me how to do it and let 
me practice after the Surgical 
Olympics. I can’t wait for this 
year’s annual meeting!” - Emilie 
Song

To further the point, our 
Immediate Past President, Dr. 
Christine Laronga pointed out, 
“You can’t be what you can’t 
see,” and the WIS committee 
also serves to show members 
that women can be successful 
in surgery whether you are a 

woman trainee looking to pursue 
a career in surgery, a woman 
currently in surgical residency 
or a woman surgeon in practice.  
There is something for everyone 
in the FCACS and the WIS 
Committee.

Looking forward to the growing 
membership of the WIS 
committee and would love to 
make you a part of it!

Sincerely,

Susan Hoover, MD, FACS
Chair, FCACS WIS Committee  

If you are interested in joining 
the Florida Chapter American 
College of Surgeons and/or the 
Women in Surgery Committee, 
please contact: lclayton@
floridafacs.org.
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FCACS 1st Regional Women Surgeons Networking Social, September 
2019
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We have been 
quite active 
over the past 
two years in 
the FCACS YFA, 
establishing 
three major 
initiatives to 
engage the 
young surgeons 

within the state.   I appreciate 
this opportunity to share our 
experience as a way to share 
our lessons learned with other 
chapter YFA groups.

Our first major initiative was 
to invite the Committees on 
Applicants (COA) within our 
state to interview candidates 
for Fellowship at the FCACS 
Annual Meeting. Our state 
includes three separate Chapters 
within the ACS: Jacksonville, 
South Florida, and the Florida 
Chapter. For the pilot experience, 
our committee reached out 
to the Jacksonville Chapter 
which largely encompasses a 
single COA. We also engaged 
the COA encompassing the 
Tampa Bay region and the COA 
encompassing the Orlando 
metropolitan area. This effort 
was supported by COA Chair 
and President of the Jacksonville 
ACS Chapter, Andrew Kerwin, 
MD, FACS along with COA Chairs 
Thomas Kowalsky, MD, FACS, 

Juan Cendan, MD, FACS, and 
Ernest Block, MD, FACS. At the 
Annual Meeting in March 2019, 
we had several applicants attend 
the meeting and complete their 
interviews on site. This allowed 
us to plan several networking 
events between the panel 
sessions, bringing new surgeons 
together for discussion in a 
relaxed atmosphere.   

Our second initiative also 
involved the Annual Meeting and 
represented an outreach effort 
between the YFA and Resident 
and Associate Society (RAS) 
within the Florida Chapter.   This 
collaboration came in the form 
of YFA sponsored mock oral 
exams for the PGY4 and 5 RAS 
members in attendance at the 
meeting. Many of the Fellowship 
candidates took the opportunity 
to serve as mock junior 
examiners and were paired 
with mock senior examiners 
comprised of the surgical faculty, 
many of whom were speaking in 
panel sessions. Questions were 
drawn from a large bank created 
by combining the experience 
of several academic training 
programs within the state.  
This was important to ensure 
that no resident was exposed 
to questions that he or she 
may have had within their own 
training program.   

Finally, our most recent and 
largest initiative has been 
an outreach effort to those 
surgeons that have entered 
practice after recently completed 
training but not yet eligible 
for Fellowship in the ACS. This 
group, referred to as Associate 
members, have historically been 
included in the RAS section until 
they are initiated as Fellows 
in the ACS. We have recently 
been granted permission to pilot 
the inclusion of those surgeons 
within three years of training 
into the YFA rather than the RAS 
in our Chapter. The practices 
of this group and the advocacy 
needs are much more similar to 
the current YFA members and we 
envision this as an opportunity 
to engage young leaders early in 
practice.    

These initiatives serve both our 
current YFA members and seek 
to expand membership to other 
young surgeons in the state that 
may not be as involved in the 
ACS. Our Chapter is proud of 
these members and sees the YFA 
as a pool of talent from which 
to derive the next generation of 
surgical leadership in Florida.   

John E. Mullinax, MD, FACS
Tampa, FL

John E. Mullinax, MD, FACS

Young Fellow Association Update



2019 Leadership & Advocacy Summit Update
Jason P. Wilson, MD, MBA, FACS
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“A surgeon’s 
leadership 
is essential 
because a 
surgeon’s 
perspective is 
essential.”
- Dr. David 
Hoyt, Executive 
Director of the 

American College of Surgeons

The American College of 
Surgeons Leadership and 
Advocacy Summit (#ACSLAS19) 
took place in Washington DC 
from March 29th to April 2nd, 
2019.  The meeting started with 
the Leadership Summit.  Dr. 
Patricia Turner (@pturnermd), 
Director of Member Services 
for the ACS, curates the entire 
day.  This year there were talks 
about working in the C-suite, 
negotiation, mentorship, and 
situational leadership.  These 
talks are an opportunity to 
learn high yield leadership 
content from leaders of the 
ACS.  There were talks from 
the Vice-Chair of the ACS Board 
of Regents, Dr. James Elsey, a 
past president of the American 
College of Surgeons, Dr. Carlos 
Pellegrini (@CarlosPellegri), 
and a past chair of the Board of 
Regents, Dr. Julie Freischlag (@
JFreischlag).  The day ended 
with Dr. David Hoyt, Executive 
Director of the ACS providing 
an update on the College and 
its current activities and future 
directions.  

Each year there are 
presentations from State 
Chapters highlighting some 
success stories.  Dr. Paula 
Ferrada (@pferrada1) discussed 
how the Virginia chapter (@
Virginia_ACS) was able to 
engage young physicians, Dr. 
Jason Weinberger discussed 
the development of an ABSITE 
course (@AbsiteCourse) in 

Delaware (@DelawareACS) and 
Dr. Bradford Barrett discussed 
how they were able to get 
legislation passed in Indiana 
(@IndianaFACS) to have Stop 
The Bleed kits throughout the 
state and for there to be five 
employees trained in Stop The 
Bleed in every school.  

One of the purposes of this 
meeting is to foster networking 
opportunities with other 
surgeons.  One avenue that 
serves this function is the lunch 
breakout sessions during the 
Leadership Summit.  Here there 
was the opportunity to break 
into state chapters to work on 
improving how the local chapters 
serve the needs of surgeons 
in each state.  Members of the 
Florida chapters were able to 
work together to come up with 
ideas to strengthen your Florida 
chapter.  

After the Leadership Summit 
concluded we transitioned to 
the advocacy component of 
the meeting.  This started with 
dinner on Sunday evening where 
former U.S. Marine and Top 
Gun instructor David Berke (@
davidberke) spoke about lessons 
learned during his service in 
Iraq.  He served alongside Jocko 
Willink and Leif Basin, authors of 
Extreme Leadership.   

The following day was devoted 
to providing overviews of 
various topics of importance 
to surgeons related to issues 
being addressed in Washington.  
The day served as an advocacy 
primer.  There were panel 
sessions on Alternative Payment 
Models (APM’s), measuring 
for surgical quality, surprise 
(or unanticipated medical 
billing), overregulation of 
medical practices, and research 
funding for firearm prevention.  
These panels were typically a 

combination of surgeons, ACS 
Health Policy (@SurgeonsVoice) 
staff members and many of 
them had policy advisors from 
congressional offices to provide 
input as well.  

We also had the opportunity 
to hear from members of 
Congress including John Joyce, 
MD (Pennsylvania), Ami Bera, 
MD (California), Debbie Dingell 
(Michigan), Michael Burgess, MD 
(Texas), Steve Watkins (Kansas), 
and Jimmy Gomez (California).  
Each provided their perspectives 
on the state of healthcare.  

The Advocacy Summit then 
culminates on Tuesday with the 
opportunity for teams to take 
to the hill for Congressional 
visits with members of Congress 
or their policy teams.  One 
success story was the recent 
passage of the Pandemic and 
All-Hazards Preparedness 
and Advancing Innovation Act 
(PAHPAI), which includes the 
Mission Zero Act which helps 
build military-civilian trauma 
partnerships.  In addition, 
there were many conversations 
about unanticipated medical 
billing, which continues to be an 
important area of advocacy with 
the Division of Advocacy and 
Health Policy.  

This meeting was specifically 
designed to help with networking 
and is a great chance to interact 
with ACS leadership, but also 
provides the opportunity to 
become involved with surgeons 
from your local chapter.  Please 
make plans to join other 
members of the Florida chapter 
at the Leadership and Advocacy 
Summit in Washington March 
28-31, 2020.


